
Designer Diane Snyder creates her family’s dream cottage 
             high in the Naples sky.  BY MARSHA FOTTLER
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All decked out: Seagrass furniture 
and an ornamental fan give the 
lanai tropical flair.
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D
iane snyder envisioned a breezy, sophis-
ticated Naples beachside cottage. But when 
her dream turned out to be six stories above 
the sand and encased in a contemporary 
condominium tower, this interior designer 
wasn’t fazed. With 28 years of design experi-
ence both in Toledo, Ohio, and more recently 
in Southwest Florida, Snyder liberated her 
imagination to embrace various definitions of 
tropical and beachy. She conjured up a stun-
ningly beautiful and totally tranquil beach 
home. And she did it all in just 10 weeks. 

The 4,300-square-foot apartment with ter-
race and beachside lanai wittily balances 
restrained formality with easy nonchalance. 
The quiet color palette and astute placement 
of elegant antiques co-exist beautifully with 
vintage painted furniture, playful custom fab-
rics and simple natural artifacts that suggest 
sand, sea and tropical foliage.

“My husband, Jim, and I have been com-
ing to Naples for 12 years,” explains Snyder. 
“On one of our trips, we were at LaPlaya 
Resort; and as we were walking the beach 
one morning, I noticed this condominium 

tower in final stages of completion. The loca-
tion seemed perfect, so we investigated and 
bought a sixth-floor unit from an investment 
owner. It was too late to choose cabinetry, 
counter surfaces or bath fixtures, but I knew 
I could use color and texture, architectural 
detailing and the right mix of furniture and 
accessories to transform the space into the 
beach cottage our family wanted.” 

They especially liked the split floor plan, 
which makes the home ideal for visits from 
the couple’s two grown children, Lauren and 
Michael. Both guest bedrooms open onto 
a stone terrace. A home office is situated 
between the two suites; it can easily be recon-
figured into a guest sitting room.

Synder began by choosing a subtle color 
palette focused on the Gulf of Mexico. “My 
intent from the beginning has been to play 
to the water, not against it,” she says. “I went 
with a quiet aqua, light sage, oatmeal and but-
tercream, and I’ve used white for all the trim, 
but blue is my main color.”

With the color scheme set, the designer 
customized with architectural detailing: crown 

Bed on the beach: a 
seashell chandelier, bird-
shaped finials on the iron 
bed and a custom raffia 
headboard in the master 
bedroom.
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